2138 South Fish Hatchery Rd, Fitchburg, WI 53575

American Hindu Association
Phone: (608) 234-8634
Email: contact.aha@aha-svtemple.org
Website: www.aha-svtemple.org
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Welcome Message from
Chairman of The Board of Trustees
Dear Fellow Devotees,
I would like to welcome you all to our 4th Annual Rathyatra Festival. Join us as we celebrate the festival with the Jagannath Puri Rathyatra
Puja followed by cultural activities that are fun for all ages. This event was
very successful in the past 3 years, with each year having increased support
from the community. I encourage you all to come attend and experience the
joy of this celebration along with us.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the executive committee of
the American Hindu Association, I would like to thank you all for actively
participating in activities and supporting us throughout the years. Your continued support is the reason we
have been able to start building such a noble institution where the community can gather to share ideas and
develop remarkable and lasting friendships. We still have so much to accomplish together, but I am confident
that we will reach any goal that we strive for.
As you may have experienced when visiting the temple, we have completed Phase I of our project and
a physical structure now stands on the grounds of our temple. I am proud to announce that we will now be
focusing our attention on Phase II of the project, which entails raising funds for the construction of the interior of the Shiva Vishnu Temple of Madison. Every event that we host brings us closer and closer to our goal.
All of this would not have been possible without the generous donations from the community and the combined effort of members and volunteers.
My vision for the upcoming future for the temple is to finish the next phase in the project and have the
entire community involved in the process. I am proud to be a part of such a welcoming organization that has
taught me how to work together to achieve an interest that benefits a whole community.
Once again, a warm welcome to you all and thank you again for the tremendous support you all have
given to the temple. I hope you enjoy the celebration.

Mahesh K. Sharma
Message from Chairman of the 2015 Rathyatra Organizing Committee
I am extremely blessed to be part of the volunteering team for staging the Jagannatha Rathyatra and India festival 2015. The team has worked tirelessly for last several weeks to bring up the festival to this current level.
This is the 4th year since we started the Festival in the temple and it has become the most popular function of
the temple. The day coincides with the day of Shreegundicha Jatra of Lord Jagannatha at Puri, Odisha when
the God comes out with his brother and sister to meet his devotees while traveling to his aunt’s place. This
year is very significant due to the Nabakalebara Rupa of Lord Jagannatha, a year when the God is re-born. The
abode of the God, Puri of Odisha and the entire state and country is celebrating
this occasion with immense pleasure, great devotion and reverence. AHA has
made a great effort to bring this festival to all of you. While we have made all
efforts to showcase the Indian culture, food and fun, we want to celebrate this
with religious fervor and create an atmosphere by repeating the name of the
God that reverberates from the earth to the sky so that everybody forgets the
worldly thoughts and be immersed in the thoughts of God. Please enjoy the day
and be blessed.
Jai Jagannatha

Dr. Subash Das
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Welcome Message from the
President of American Hindu Association
On behalf of the American Hindu Association, I would like to welcome you all to our 4th Annual Rathyatra Festival at our temple. The Jaganathpuri Rathyatra puja and the accompanying Mela activities has become a
landmark summer event for Madison and the surrounding community and I
would like to thank the community for making this such a success for us all.
We hope that you all will have a wonderful time at the event and also
have an opportunity to taste mouthwatering dishes from all corners of India
and have a chance to participate in various fun and cultural activities. We
have a very good line up of cultural programs featuring our young and
young-at-heart performers from the community.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our sponsors and well wishers for all your support and
look forward to an enjoyable day with you all.

Narend Reddy

AHA 2015 Rathyatra Festival Program
Time
8:00 to 8:30
9:00 to 9:30
10:00 to 10:30
10:30 to 10:45

Puja
Surya Puja, Dwarapal Puja, &
Mangal Arti
Abakas & Bal Bhog
Procession
Bastra & Puspa Pradan

10:45 to 11:00
11:00 to 11:15
11:15
11:15 to 12:00
12:00 to 12:15
12:15 to 12:30
12:30 to 12:45
12:45 to 1:45
1:45 to 2:00
2:00 to 2:30
2:15 to 2:30

CheraPahanra (Brooming)
Chariot Pulling - First Phase

Official
Program

Cultural
Programs

Food and Other
Stalls

Kirtans
Welcome &
Introductions,
Address by
Chief Guest
Kirtans
Open

Public Archana- Session I

Dance & Music

Chariot Pulling - Second phase
Public Archana - Session II

Dance & Music
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Message from Secretary of American Hindu Association
Prior to the launch of the Chariot Festival and India Festival in Madison, WI, in 2009 the temple
property was being visited by many devotees, including us. When I was asked by few people, like Mr.
Rathnam Kumar Vembu and Mrs. Lalita Balachandran, where I am from, the immediate reaction to my answer was, “WOW, the famous RathYatra.”This struck a chord in my brain, and I proudly replied “Yes.”
The rest is all a dream come true for the community. With the installation of deities in January of 2012, to the celebration of our upcoming 4th festival, history is
made. This unique festival has been growing in numbers every year from 300 to
500 to 700, and I have no doubt the living GODs, JAGANNATHA’s Triad, will
be swinging on the roads of Fitchburg and Madison with grand celebrations in
the future. It has surely been a pleasure working with everyone and enjoying the
festival with big smiles and blessings.

Dr. Bikash Pattnaik
JAGANNATHA SWAMI NAYANA PATHAGAMI BHAVATUME
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Message from
Mayor of Fitchburg
Mr. Steve Arnold
I am pleased that the 4th Annual Rathyatra and India Festival is being held in Fitchburg where families from across
southern Wisconsin and beyond can come together to enjoy educational and social activities along with great food and conversation in a beautiful spiritual setting
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Rath Yatra at Puri
The Jagannath triad are usually worshiped in the sanctum
of the temple at Puri, but once during the month
of Asadha (Rainy Season of Orissa, usually falling in month of
June or July), they are brought out onto the Bada Danda (main
street of Puri) and travel (3 km) to the Shri Gundicha Temple, in
huge chariots (ratha), allowing the public to have darśana (Holy
view). This festival is known as Rath Yatra, meaning the journey
(yatra) of the chariots (ratha). The Rathas are huge wheeled
wooden structures, which are built a new every year and are
pulled by the devotees. The chariot for Jagannath is approximately 45 feet high and 35 feet square and takes about 2 months to
construct. The artists and painters of Puri decorate the cars and
paint flower petals and other designs on the wheels, the woodcarved charioteer and horses, and the inverted lotuses on the wall
behind the throne. The huge chariots of Jagannath pulled during
Rath Yatra is the etymological origin of the English word Juggernaut. The Ratha-Yatra is also termed as the Shri
Gundicha yatra.
The most significant ritual associated with the Ratha-Yatra is the chhera pahara." During the festival,
the Gajapati King wears the outfit of a sweeper and sweeps all around the deities and chariots in the Chera Pahara (sweeping with water) ritual. The Gajapati King cleanses the road before the chariots with a gold-handled broom
and sprinkles sandalwood water and powder with utmost devotion. As per the custom, although the Gajapati King
has been considered the most exalted person in the Kalingan kingdom, he still renders the menial service to Jagannath. This ritual signified that under the lordship of Jagannath, there is no distinction between the powerful sovereign Gajapati King and the most humble devotee.
Chera pahara is held on two days, on the first day of the Ratha Yatra, when the deities are taken to garden
house at Mausi Maa Temple and again on the last day of the festival, when the deities are ceremoniously brought
back to the Shri Mandir. As per another ritual, when the deities are taken out from the Shri Mandir to the Chariots
in Pahandi vijay.
In the Ratha Yatra, the three deities are taken from the Jagannath Temple in the chariots to the Gundicha
Temple, where they stay for nine days. Thereafter, the deities again ride the chariots back to Shri Mandir in bahuda
yatra. On the way back, the three chariots halt at the Mausi Maa Temple and the deities are offered Poda Pitha, a
kind of baked cake which are generally consumed.
The observance of the Rath Yatra of Jagannath dates back to the period of the Puranas. Vivid descriptions
of this festival are found in Brahma Purana, Padma Purana, and Skanda Purana. Kapila Samhita also refers to Rath
Yatra. In Moghul period also, King Ramsingh of Jaipur, Rajasthan has been described as organizing the Rath Yatra
in the 18th Century. In Orissa, Kings of Mayurbhanj and Parlakhemundi were organizing the Rath Yatra, though the
grandest festival in terms of scale and popularity takes place at Puri. Moreover, the ruling Ganga dynasty instituted
the Rath Yatra at the completion of the great temple around 1150 AD. This festival was one of those Hindu festivals
that was reported to the Western world very early.
International Jagannath Rath Yatra
The Ratha Yatra festival has become a common sight in most major cities of the world since 1968 through
the ISKCON Hare Krishna movement. Its leader A.C Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada successfully transplanted
the festival which now happens on an annual basis in places all over the world in over 100 cities including Dublin,
Belfast, Birmingham, London, Bath, Melbourne, Montreal, Paris, New York, Singapore, Toronto, Antwerp, Kuala
Lumpur, Los Angeles (celebrated in coastal Venice, CA), Mexico, and many other places including Madison WI.
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Message from the Founder of American Hindu Association
Dear Members of the Community,
I want to welcome you to the American Hindu Association, a non-profit organization
for the Community. On July 4, 1997, my family members joined together at 2637 Stevens St,
Madison and agreed there was an urgent need for a Hindu Association dedicated to individuals
and Families in Dane county. Now, eighteen years later, hundreds of families have joined in our
efforts to build a Community Center in Dane County, Wisconsin.
Since the beginning of the Association, we have conducted several educational programs of
Balavihar and Balagokulam for our young kids, and have launched several programs for youth
and adults too. AHA continues to listen to the needs of our community and develop resources to
help resolve any issues. All of the programs that you have read about on our website have been
created for our community.
AHA has helped educate countless children in Hinduism and has supported numerous fellowships.
Today, because many others have shared a common vision, we have been able to accomplish a great
deal and much more needs to be done on behalf of our community. We encourage you to join in our efforts by becoming involved in AHA, whether as a consumer
of our services, a volunteer or a philanthropic donor.
Welcome to AHA, I wish that for myself, and I wish that for every one. I hope you will be our supporter
and ally in the change we all wish to see in the world.
Sincerely,

Bahee Sathasivam
Founder of American Hindu Association
Board of Director and Trustee
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Heartiest wishes from Randeep & Roopak Talwar
on occasion of 2015 Rathyatra Festival.
(Owner/ Operator of these Hotels in Madison, WI. randee@bwmadison.com/

BEST WESTERN West Towne Suites/ 650 Grand
Canyon Drive/ Madison WI www.bwmadison.com

DAYS INN & Suites/ 4402 East Broadway Rd/ Madison
WI www.daysinnsuitesmadison.com
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Symbolic Representation of LORD JAGANNATH
Jagannath has been depicted as the symbol of godhead in certain other belief systems and
faiths as under:
In Vaishnavism, the Jagannath form is worshiped as the abstract form of Krishna.
The followers of Shaiva Culture maintain that the original
shape of Jagannath was in shape of a Linga. Deity Balabhadra is
also named as Shiva and Ananta Vasudev.
The Shaktas claim that in tantra systems, Jagannath has been
accepted as Bhairava & associate deity Vimala represents
‘Bhairavi’. Such a belief is reinforced by the ritual whereby only
after offering of the ‘Jagannātha Bhog’ at Goddess Vimala, it is
considered as Maha Prasad’.
Followers of Buddhism pray Jagannātha in mantra ‘Namoh
Jagannātha Buddhaya’.
In
their
opinion,
Jagannath, Balabhadra, Subhadra
represent
the Buddha–Sangha–
Dhamma triad. A section of Buddhists believes that the tooth relic
of Buddha is kept inside the Jagannath idol at the navel circle. Buddists draw parallel in claiming that the Jagannātha RathYatra is like the Rath Yatra for Buddha. The Buddhists also do not
follow casteism in society, which is also followed in the Ananda
Bazar of Jagannath.
The Jains believe that the word Jagannath has been derived from the word ‘Jeenanath’. Jagannath idol resembles with the ancient Jain Idol. The ‘Baisi Pahacha’(22 steps) leading to
the temple has been constructed in the memory of 22 Jain tirthankars. The Jain saints are termed
‘Kevlin’s. Similarly, the offering made to Jagannath is called ‘Kaivalya’.
Certain Researchers argue that at the initial stage, Christian religion was inspired by Jagannātha Idol. The Christian symbol of Christian cross‘X’ (Cross) mark is placed on the rear side of
Jagannātha idol. Western Researcher Levi H. Dowling has written in his book The Aquarian Gospel
of Jesus the Christ, that Jesus Christ had remained in the Jagannātha Temple for 4 years for preaching the cultivators.” However, being based on the Akashic records, there has been no cogent basis or
evidence for such an assertion.
By Avinash Patra, Sr. and Editing by: Maria Joseph (Vishnupriya Dasi)
Avinash Patra is the author of the Lor d Cur zon Exposed Thr ough Avinash Patr a, one of the most widely r ead Histor ical
Literature of all time in this Present World, as well as the international bestsellers

See Ad. Page 28

Regular contributor
See Ad. Page 36
See Ad. Page 36

See Ad. Page 39

Ph: (608) 833 1824

AHA thanks our Anna Daatha for the 4th Annual Rathyatra India Festival
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Your Generous Support is Needed for this Very
Important Community Project!
19

20

21

22

Best wishes to the organizers of 2015 Rathyatra and India Festival
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American Hindu Association
The American Hindu Association (AHA) is a non-profit Hindu cultural and heritage organization founded in July of 1997 to serve the greater Madison area community under Section
501 (C) (3) of United States Inland Revenue Service Tax code. The devotees of AHA, who
are currently residents of greater Madison area, migrated from various places around the
world including Canada, Fiji Islands, Guyana, India, Malaysia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, United
Kingdom, and other parts of the United States. The AHA is funded primarily from community and devotee donations.

Our Vision
A well respected and supported organization that provides leadership and opportunities for
members of the Hindu community of greater Madison in preserving, espousing and enhancing our cultural, religious, educational, societal, and other heritage related needs.

Our Mission
1. Providing services to devotees of all ages in order to promote and enhance the awareness
of principles and practices of Hinduism through activities such as regular prayers, recitals, and public discourses by scholars and invited guests.
2. Sponsoring and organizing religious festivals and cultural events for all sections of the
Indian community to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to celebrate such occasions
as done in their respective home countries.
3. Promoting and providing yoga, meditation and other educational activities to support personal and spiritual growth of devotees.
4. Developing, supporting and implementing appropriate devotee activities in support of local, regional, and national community based services and programs.

Adv. Page 39

Adv. Page 14

Adv. Page 22

Adv. Page 16

AHA thanks these local businesses for their generous support of the
4th Annual Rathyatra Festival through Anna Daatha
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TEMPLE BENEFIT LUCKY DRAW

All donations
of $100 or
greater at the
day of festival qualify
for an entry to
WIN a MANDIR

LIFE IS TOO SHORT
AND MEMORIES FOREVER
We miss her….
SAROJ BALA BANSAL
9/14/1937—9/08/2013
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American Hindu Association Bala Vihar Program
AHA is proud to offer Bala Vihar classes for children of every age every Sunday from 10am to
11:15am at the Temple. It is a wonderful opportunity for kids and youth to learn and practice our Hindu
way of life, develop social and spiritual awareness as well as leadership skills in a fun and enjoyable environment.

AHA’s Bala Vihar Program Goals are:
To facilitate our children to appreciate, learn and practice Hindu way of
life.
· Instill pride and confidence in our children about their identity.
· Raise Hindu awareness in the society around.
· Develop social awareness and leadership skills among our children.
Bala Vihar is the place where a seemingly ordinary cowherd boy Krishna blossomed in to a
divine incarnation. It is here where his magical days of childhood were spent and his powers came to be
recognized. At AHA we believe that every child has that spark of divinity within. Bala Vihar is a forum
for children from our community to discover and manifest that divinity. It will enable our Hindu children
in US to appreciate their cultural roots, learn Hindu values in an enjoyable manner while making friends.
They will also develop a sense of Seva – Service to mankind and our society. Children will have lots of fun
while they learn. Activities are planned for their physical, intellectual, social and spiritual development.
Weekly Activities: Gam es, Y oga, V edas, Stories, Bhajans, Shlok as, M antras, Sansk rit, Bhagvad
Gita, Arts and Crafts.
Kathak Dance by Natalia Hildner: Students lear n our beautiful Hindu stor ies thr ough the ar t of
Kathak. This includes basic knowledge on expression, movement, and rhythm. Great spiritual leaders of India
such as Swami Vivekanda and Rabindranath Tagore believed that music and dance have the tremendous power
of bringing harmony to the mind, heart, and body. Come join us once a week to explore the joy and magic of
dance with Bhajans, Brajbasha poetry, and much more!
Festivals: Hindu Festivals like Ganesh Pooja, Holi, J anmashtami, and Shivar atr i ar e
celebrated with a special focus on children from Bala Vihar’s participation. Children perform the pooja themselves and explain the meaning behind the festivals.
Camps: We conduct annual Bala Vihar camps. A time to explor e, enjoy and make
friends.
Community Service: Sewa or ser vice is the best way for us to r ealize the divinity in
all and serve the needy. Children from Bala Vihar classes are encouraged to visit elderly
people in hospitals and/or participate in any appropriate activities such as volunteering,
etc.
·

Space dedicated to many AHA Volunteers

“What is the essence of life?
To serve others and to do GOOD.”
Aristotle 384-322 BC
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Hindu Temple & Cultural Center of Wisconsin
American Hindu Association
P. O. Box 628243, Middleton, WI 53562
A Non-Profit [501(C)(3)] Organization. Federal ID: 39-1945997

Board of Trustees
Mr. Mahesh Sharma – Chairman

Mr. Satha Chandrakanthan

Mr. Baheetharan Sathasivam

Mrs. Ragini Sathasivam

Mrs. Rita Singh

Mr. Rathinam Kumar Vembu

Mr. M.S. Rao

Board President (Ex Officio) – Narend Reddy

Management Board
Mr. Narend Reddy - President,

Dr. Bikash Pattnaik - Secretary, Mr. Samir Datta – Treasurer,

Dr. Shiw Singh – Vice President , Mr. Rathnam Kumar Vembu – Vice President
Mr. Baheetharan Sathasivam – Temple Manager / Volunteer Coordinator
Mrs. Jayanthi Chandramouli – Chair Religious Committee
Mrs. Rama Rao Lingampally, Mrs. Vaishnavi Vembakkam , Mr. Satha Chandrakanthan
Mrs. Laxmipriya Das, Dr. Uma Manoharan, Mr. Dennis Murray , Mr. Venu Pittala
Dr. Sakthivel Prabakaran, Mrs. Neelam Rajani , Mr. M. S. Rao, Mr. Shiva Sathasivam

Web Designer : Ms Narisha Reddy

Congratulations to American Hindu Association
Your Temple is a Treasure in our Community
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2015 Rathyatra Festival Organizers
Committee

Volunteers

Organizing

Yogesh Chander, Partha Madanagopal, Sravan Muparu

Puja

Pt. Madahavan Bhattar, Sugantha Seshadri, Lalitha Balachandran, Manoranjan Shaoo, Rashmikanta
Ratha
Sonisilpa Mahapatra, Akshita Pattnaik, Narisha Reddy

Souvenir /
Publicity
Chariot/
Decorations
Cultural

Abhishek Guha, Debiprasad Dutta, Shakti Choudhury, Anurag Das, Anubhav Das

Stalls/Tents

LR Rao, Pawan Shahi, Akash Pattnaik,Tapas Sadangi

Food Stalls

Vinita Pittala, Vijay Sharma, Usha Datta, Usha Shankar, Jhansi Prabhakaran, Raju Tara, Chandramu
Chetty, Nira Manoharan, Anu Manoharan, Saku Selva
Ajit Mahapatra, Dinesh Behera, Raju Bale-Tarre, George Manoharan, Vikram Ramesh

Facilities

Asita Dutta. Dinesh Joshi, Raka Bandyo. Meghna Datta

Prasad

Nibedita Pattnaik, Asita Dutta, Trupti Guha, Pallavi Mandapaka, Chiranya Sahoo, Arpita Chaudhury,
Ananya Mohanty, Mahesweta Kar, Manaswini Swain

Kids funfair

Vasundhara Iyer, Vijay Sharma, Saurav Das

This list also includes AHA Trustees, Board Members and several other volunteers

ANNA DAATHA GROUP
Food is our common ground, a universal experience. No festival or celebration is complete without good food. All
our great volunteers have contributed to the awesome food preparations for this festival. Our local Indian restaurants have shared delicacies for our food stalls & grocery stores like, Bombay Bazaar, Swagat Groceries, Namaste & India House have extended their generous support by giving the materials needed to prepare the food.
A BIG THANK YOU to all for your generous support. May lord Jagannath shower his blessings on you& your
family for your seva.
“Anna Daatha Sukhibavah!”

Food
Stall No.
1&2

Dish
Served
Dosa, Samber, Pongal,
Vada, Idli, Pulliothara, Curdrice, Veg. Biryani.

3

Panipuri

4

Chole Bhatura

5

Tikki, Samosa, Chaat,
Jalebi & Pakora

6

Malpua & Kheer

7

Water Soda Paan, Ice
Cream, Mango Lassi

Food Stall Volunteers

We appreciate the contribution of
many volunteers more than ever.
AHA Thanks All Volunteers!!!
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Pipli Applique for Chariot Courtesy:
Gopal Krishna & Swopna Rani Mohanty,
Bhubaneswar.

With Best Compliments of:
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Introductory Issue of AHA News Letter: Created by BalaVihar Kids
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The Bala Vihar classes are taught by Mrs. Vasundra Iyer. Contact AHA for mor e infor mation on the
40

